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3. Understanding Eudora Welty —
Understanding Contemporary American Literature The Heart of the Story:
by Kreyling, Michael Eudora Welty's Short ...

Publication: Columbia University of South Carolina Press, 1999

Introduction Eudora Alice Welty was born in Jackson, Mississippi, April 13, 1909. Her father was Christian
Webb Welty, an Ohioan who had moved to the capital city of Mississippi just after the turn of the century
to work for Lamar Life Insurance Company. By the time of his death from leukemia at age fifty-two in
1931, Christian Welty had risen to the position of president, entrusted along the way with such important
corporate projects as the design and construction of the company headquarters, a tenstory "skyscraper” in
downtown Jackson across Capitol Street from the governor's residence. Welty's mother, Chestina
Andrews Welty (1883-1966), who as a young West Virginian taught in a rural school, survived her
husband by almost forty years.
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through some history or other if he is here to write at all"; he "has it to struggle with" and "may come on
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UNDERSTANDING EUDORA WELTY

But a few years later her novel was happening anyway. In an
wterview with Charles T. Bunting in 1972, Welty remembered
some of the circumstances surrounding Delta Wedding:

I'm sorry; I can’t even remember planming Delfa Wedding.
But one piece of work doesn’t affect another, at any rate.
Delta Wedding did begin as a short story. It was Diarmuid
Russell who told me 1t was a novel I sent in something
called “The Delta Cousins,” and he read it and sent it back
and said, “This 15 Chapter Two of a novel.” which 1t 1s.
(Conversations 47)

m

Even earlier, Russell had commented that certam short stomes
seemed unfinished and truncated: “The Winds™ and “At the
Landing.” for example. Welty's vision was beginning to demand
a range longer and wider than the short story usually provided,
and her craft was stretched to keep up.

Although Welty had read many novels and practiced many
lands of narrative writing, wrting the novel by any traditional
mode of constructing character and narrative was an unpleasant
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